Cedarville University

DigitalCommons@Cedarville
Torch

Summer 6-1-1992

Torch, Summer 1992
Cedarville College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/torch
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Organizational Communication Commons
Recommended Citation
Cedarville College, "Torch, Summer 1992" (1992). Torch. 50.
https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/torch/50

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the Centennial Library. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Torch by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.

by Dr. Paul Dixon, President

inistry is people . The
Lord has graciously
allowed me to
participate in many
different ministries-evangelism,
teaching , discipling , leading a wonderful
Christian college-and through it all He
has taught me that people are what
ministry is all about.
God cares about people. As Christ
taught , people have no need to be anxious
about their lives, because the Father will
take care of them. "Look at the birds of
the air, that they do not sow , neither do
they reap , nor gather into barns , and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not worth much more than they"
(Matthew 6:26)?
When we reach out to feed hungry
people, we fulfill the Father's plan.
Likewise, when we provide water to the
thirsty or clothing to the naked , we are
part of God's answer to people' s prayers!
And when we help people to "seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness"
(Matthew 6:33) , God meets people' s
deepest spiritual needs .
He calls each of us to different
ministries . As I look at the Cedarville
students preparing for various careers, I
wonder in what marvelous ways God will
use them in the future . Some will be
nurses , showing compassion on their
patients . Others will be accountants ,
advising people with sincere wisdom and
integrity. Many will teach in their local

churches, getting involved with youth
groups , children' s ministries, and
community outreach. Most will have the
greatest ministry opportunity of being a
spouse and parent.
In the end, it all comes down to one-onone. Will that nurse care enough about
the patient to sit down and explain a
difficult health situation even when
exhausted? Will that accountant do his
best for the client and earn the right to
talk about why he has a strict code of
ethics? Will that Sunday school teacher
take the time to prepare an effective
lesson that can reach the child 's heart?
Will that parent help the son or daughter
who has nowhere else to turn for help
against a temptation?
We cannot predict how God will use
us , nor can we prepare a careful response
to every situation. We must be open to
people and care about them. We must
understand the Scriptures and pray for
wisdom. The Holy Spirit will do the rest.
I have publicly and frequently invited
Cedarville students to call me collect
anytime they have a need , even years
after graduation. I never know when my
phone will ring with that type of call.
They do not come often , but when they
do , they are often heartbreaking .
Sometimes the caller will ask me to
request that the college family pray
about the need, and those prayer times in
chapel bring us all closer together. Our
faculty and staff exhibit the same open

caring for the students through advising ,
counseling , leading support groups , and
being willing to set aside some other
priority just to listen to a student with a
personal need. The Cedarville College
family 's ministry to one another teaches
students how to be compassionate.
The College also provides hundreds of
opportunities for students to prepare for a
lifetime of ministry by helping people
while the students are in college . Our
Christian Ministries Department assists
students who want to reach out to hurting
and lost people across our community
and around the world. Preparation for
ministry demands more than an
obligatory visit to a nursing home or
homeless shelter. I am so thankful for the
Cedarville students who volunteer for
ministry .
Furthermore , preparation for ministry
requires an understanding of God ' s
revealed will for us . We require Bible
courses for all our students , and I am
encouraged that our students appreciate
the Bible faculty . This past year six of
the ten favorite professors , as ranked on a
student survey, were in the Bible
department. The core Bible curriculum is
designed to create in our students a heart
for the Word of God and to teach them
skills to apply biblical principles to their
lives.
The entire college experience assists the
student to understand and communicate
with people of various backgrounds .
Residence hall life, student activities ,
study groups , and dating , as well as
ministry opportunities , develop an
openness in a young person .
While only some of us benefit from a
concentrated course of study in a
Christian college, all of us who are
growing Christians practice ministry ,
read God 's Word , and meet new people.
When we are open to people 's needs ,
God will use us. May each of us "please
his neighbor for his good , to his
edification" (Romans 15:2) . May we
show compassion every day by
ministering to people.

. - ------------

------ .

. 1

CONTENTS /
Ministering To People
by Dr. Paul Dixon

2
"The Lord is gracious and full of compassion" (Psalm 111 :4).
By one mighty act of love, He opened the door to Heaven for usthat we might be with Him forever. And while He loves us, He also is
holy and just, and we are accountable to Him.
The Bible tells us that we all have sinned and fallen short of God's
holy standard for us. A standard that demands complete obedience
to His Word. A standard that none of us can attain, because by
nature we would rather run our own lives.
There is only one way to find forgiveness for our sin and to have a
relationship with God. You see, the Bible says that because of our
sin we deserve death-eternal death, which means eternal
separation from God, in the Lake of Fire.

Reaching Lost Sheep
by Cal Searles

6
Helping Hurting Families
by Mark Klimek

8
Adopting Homel~ Children

10
Taking The Time

12

But God in His mercy and compassion did a wonderful thing. "God
showed His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us" (Romans 5:8).
What does that mean, Christ died for us? The Bible says that
Jesus Christ came as the perfect, sinless man to take the death
penalty that we deserve for our sin. Then He rose from the dead
as proof that He Is God and that He has forgiven our sin.

Simply Caring

13
How To Get Organized
by Brandon Waltz

14

We can stand before God, freed from the death penalty our sin
deserves. He has forgiven us, not because of any great thing that
we did, but because of what Jesus Christ, through His compassion,
did for us.

Campus News
~

We can know that we are forgiven and have eternal life. Here and
now, we can live a life of joy, knowing we belong to Christ. And
when we die, we know we will go to be with Him in person, because
of what He did.

~

15--~

- . ---

---

-

:CREDITS
Editor

Dr. Martin Clark

All that remains for you to do is to believe ... believe what the Bible
says about God, about Christ, about you. As you understand what
God did for you, will you turn from your sin and self-centeredness?
Will you turn your life over to Him?

Managing Editor
Doug Milrer

Associate Editors

Martha Baldwin
Judy Johnson

Cedarville TORCH
Vol. 14 No. 3
Summer Issue, 1992
Published by
Cedarville College
P.O . Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314
Dr. Paul Dixon, President
NO PAID
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Cedarville TORCH

For more information, contact:
Dr. Harold Green
Vice President for Christian Ministries
Cedarville College
P.O. Box601
Cedarville, OH 45314

1

Proofreaders
Irene Gidley
Lorraine Hoffmann

Graphics

Les Troyer

Photography
Scott Hutt

is published quarterly for
alumni and friends of
Cedarville College.
Comments and requests for
extra copies should be
directed to
Doug Miller
Managing Editor
Cedarville TORCH
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314
513-766-7806

1

A

new three-floor, 68,000 square-foot building is being
constructed connected to the current 27,000 square-foot Science
Center. This new Engineering/Nursing Center will give Cedarville
students one of the largest and best equipped facilities of its kind
among comparable colleges. Also, important alterations have
made the current Science Center more effective.
The Science and Mathematics program will benefit with:
• nearly double the biology and chemistry laboratory
and classroom space.
• more faculty offices and conference rooms.
The Nursing Department will gain:
• clinical, audiovisual, and computer laboratories.
• class and conference rooms .
• faculty offices.
The Engineering Department will acquire:
• a series of mechanical and electrical engineering
laboratories.
• a CAD (computer-assisted design) laboratory.
• classrooms.
• faculty offices.
All three departments will gain laboratory storage and
preparation rooms, secretarial support areas, and appropriate
storage.
The new building will also include a lecture hall and several
classrooms for use by other academic departments. It will have
faculty and student lounges, an attractive entry, and
handicapped accessibility.

Cedarville Science and Mathematics graduates:
• speak highly of their preparation, especially their
extensive laboratory experience.
• consistently earn fellowships in major university
graduate programs.
• have an exemplary record of medical school acceptances.
• appreciate the personal attention they received from faculty.
Thirteen of the fourteen full-time faculty hold earned doctorates in their
teaching fields. Several have continuing research appointments with
NASA, the U.S. Air Force, and other entities. Science faculty engage
students with the real -world concepts and issues of our material
universe, and our God-given responsibility of stewardship.

Your Gift Can Count Twice!

The Kresge Foundation has issued Cedarville
a $400,000 challenge grant. Their grant will
be made toward this project if other friends of
Cedarville give or make commitments to give
the balance needed for this project. With over
$5.2 million already committed, we need
$1.4 million more to qualify.
Your gift or commitment counts most when
you make itl But it also counts the second time
because 1t helps Cedarville qualify for the
challenge grant. To make the most of this
opportunity, we need to hear from you soon.
Thank you for your generosity!

I

ew nursing programs in our region command the respect
that Cedarville's has earned. Nursing students start with
Cedarville's strong liberal arts, Bible, and science courses.
Our program develops technical skills, positive character
traits, problem-solving skills, and leadership abilities in its
students. Both academic and clinical credentials mark our
nursing faculty.
Cedarville's nursing graduates have brought acclaim to
the program by their Christian service, technical expertise,
and professional conduct. They practice in varied
contexts ...from some of America's most advanced hospitals
to some of the world 's most primitive mission stations. No
wonder these same agencies vigorously recruit our
graduates annually.

Our nurses' effective
combinations of
technological skill,
compassionate touch, and
Christian values epitomize
the Cedarville ideal.

Engineering is Cedarville's newest department and
offers great promise for our students. Offering majors in
electrical and mechanical engineering , the innovative
curriculum has already seen success. Cedarville students
have excelled in national design competitions.
These students benefit from Bible and liberal arts courses
that are vital to the balanced education prized by employers.
Cedarville's approach to engineering education also values
hands-on experience, design and problem solving, and
cross-disciplinary integration. Since few similar colleges offer
these much needed engineering programs, we project the
strong demand to continue.

"Cedarville College has made
strategic program and facility
investments for nearly four
decades. The results are wellknown and widely respected . The
Science and Mathematics,
Nursing, and Engineering
programs are the type of high
impact investments made by
Cedarville to prepare students for
the 21st Century."
Paul Dixon
President

~e

Engineering/Nursing Center project will cost
$7 million, which includes $800,000 for necessary changes in
the current Science Center. The renovated facilities have
been in use during the 1991 -92 school year. The new facilities
will be ready for Fall Quarter 1992.
You can help make this opportunity a reality, with all the
great prospects it holds for Cedarville students. This effort will

Regional businesses
have enthusiastically
backed the program
with equipment,
advisory services, and
opportunities for
Cedarville interns and
graduates.

require the generous giving of the College's alumni and
other friends ... individuals, families, churches,
corporations, and foundations . Both current gifts and
multi-year commitments are needed to fulfill this portion
of the vision.
Your gift or your commitment to give through 1994
will help us to complete the project and to qualify for
the Kresge challenge grant. We need to hear from
you as soon as possible. Your help is genuinely
needed and will be greatly appreciated .
Gifts of cash (checks) are helpful, as are gifts of
securities, life insurance policies, real estate, or other
tangible property. Memorial and recognition gift
opportunities are available. College personnel can
assist in planning gifts and arranging any details.
Please send your contributions or address your
inquiries to :
Office of Development
Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314-0601
Phone 513-766-2211
FAX 513-766-2760

Planned Outreach
Third, He called, empowered, and
sent forth laborers into the harvest
(Matthew 10: 1-8). He said in verse six,
"Go to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel."

A Vision For People
We can evaluate our own response to
people's needs by looking at Christ's
example . How do we see people? We
are prone to look on the outward
appearance-tall, short, thin , heavy,
pretty eyes or hair. We look at people's
vocations, educational status, or income
level, and judge whether they are smart,
affluent, or successful.
God help us to see people as
the Bible depicts them:
spiritually dead captives of
Satan , headed for eternal
judgment! We can get so
caught up in others '
appearance of well-being that
we do not sense their terrible
plight. We should daily cringe
over the future of the unsaved
that we see and know .
Do we ache for people, or
do we give ourselves regular
shots of emotional novocaine? ,
When we spend all our
passion on a baseball game or
a soap opera, our hearts grow
numb. When is the last time
you wept for a lost soul?
Forty-four percent of
Americans attend no church
whatsoever. We need to see
them as they are, like sheep
without a shepherd.

A Prayer
For Laborers
The FBI has its "Most
Wanted" list. Perhaps you
have a prayer list of the 10
}.;(~i·l~llMI people you most want to come
to Christ. Many Christians
-~•••"·'" '" pray earnestly and regularly
for friends and loved ones who
are lost. Important as that is ,
do not forget that Christ's
command in this passage is to
pray for laborers!
Wi.iMi~i»Jlri!l't Believer, have you ever
r~~·rRJ~ prayed for God to send people
"'"'-~
to be vocational harvesters of
souls? Parent, would you pray
for your son or daughter to
become a pastor-teacher or
missionary? Pastor, do you
pray from the pulpit for God to
call laborers from your
church? If we have a genuine
vision of the condition of
people we know , we will be
fervent in prayer for the lost
and for laborers .

We seem to be going all the time , but do
we know where we are going or why? We
go to concerts, go to the beach, go play ,
go shopping , go to work. In the process of
our going , we could be attempting to
reach lost people. Many of us feel too
busy to commit to be at church one night
a week for "visitation." But Jesus
practiced planned outreach . He invited
Himself to Zaccheus ' house. He planned
to meet a woman at the well.
The following exercise might help you
find time for planned outreach . Keep a log
of your nighttime activities for a threemonth period. As you review your time,
think of how many of the places you were
going were more important than going to
see an unsaved friend . Plan how you
could use some of the very same activities
to get to know that person at work to
whom you want to witness. You may find
you have plenty of time to invite someone
over to the house to share some "good
news," if only you will plan to do so.

and great concern for our manicured
lawns. We can get all "worked up" over a
scratch on the car. Do we get as upset
when we read the obituary of a neighbor
we never tried to reach for Christ?

Who Is My Neighbor?

Caring about material things is not
wrong , but selfish preoccupation with our
own plans and possessions is tragic. Luke
10:30-37 records the cold , uncaring
hearts of a certain priest and Levite. They
saw a bloodied and beaten man lying by
the roadside ...but they passed by .
A Samaritan saw the beaten man and
had compassion. He gave of his time,
money, and heart. He helped . Jesus asked
His questioner, "Which of these three do
you think proved to be a neighbor to the
man who fell into the robbers' hands?"
When the man answered "He that showed
mercy on him," Christ said "Go, and do
the same" (Luke 10:36-37) .
Compassion sees the needs of others
and does something to help. Members of
the first local church exhibited
compassion by selling material
possessions to help others (Acts 2:45).
Philippians 2:4-5 states , " ... do not
merely look out for your own personal
• interests , but also for the interests of
others . Have this attitude in yourselves
which was also in Christ Jesus ..."
Meeting people's needs may involve
material or emotional support.
If we will look around, we will see
people in need of help. We can plan
visits to the homes of shut-ins. We can
financially assist those out of work or
facing overwhelming financial burdens.
We can spend time with children who
have no father at home. We can go with
a heart of compassion.
Jesus wept over lost people.
Compassion stirred his heart to action.
What is your compassion level? Do you
see the needs of the people around you?
Do you pray for them, and for Christians
Arise And Go?
The compassion of God that caused Him
to reach them? Do you go to them?
to send the disciples to the lost sheep of
By this perceive we the love of God,
Israel also caused Him to send Jonah to
because he laid down his life for us;
and we ought to lay down our lives for
the Ninevites. God's word to Jonah was
the brethren. But whosoever hath this
"Arise and go!"
But Jonah had no compassion for those
world's good, and seeth his brother
Gentile sinners. He was content to let
have need, and shutteth up his
them perish and reap the judgment they
compassions from him, how dwelleth
deserved . So God used a big fish to
the love of God in him? My little
motivate Jonah. After stirring the
children, let us not love in word,
"innards" of the fish , He stirred the
neither in tongue, but in deed and in
inward being of Jonah! Still , after a great
truth. And by this we know that we are
conversion of sinners , Jonah bemoaned
of the truth , and shall assure our
God ' s gracious and merciful character. As
hearts before him (1John3:16-19
he sat looking at the city, Jonah drew
New Scofield) .
comfort from a gourd that God grew to
Rev. Cal Searles
give him shade (Jonah 4) . When God took
pastors the Camden
it away , the prophet pitied it. The Lord
Baptist Church in
rebuked Jonah, because he actually had
Wellington, Ohio. He is
a 1977 graduate of
more compassion for a plant than for
Cedarville College.
people!
If we honestly examine our lives , we
may find we have great pity upon our pets

by Mark Klimek
e don 't care whether
it is a girl or a boy , as
long as it is healthy ."
This common
statement rarely has much impact on the
listener. Yet in one particular context it
is often greeted by a very uncomfortable
silence. Imagine that the speaker is an
expectant mother who already has a
six-year old child with a severe
disability. The audience shifts weight
nervously , searches for any way to
change the conversation, and ignores
the mother's concern and feelings. This
is but one of countless examples of how
social unease and a Jack of knowing
what to say about the issue of disability
isolates disabled individuals and their
families . When this isolation exists in
secular society it is unfortunate; when it
occurs within the body of Christ it is
inexcusable. The compassion that Christ
displayed to the disabled of His
generation calls us to action.
The Bible teaches that the
righteousness or value of any action
depends upon the motivation by which
it is performed (Luke 16: 15;
1Corinthians4:2-5; Philippians 2:1-4;
lThessalonians 2:1- 6) . A
compassionate act is most Christlike
when it flows from biblical attitudes and
values. Just as physical expressions
without commitment are not "love," so
charitable acts prompted by carnal
thinking are not compassion. The
central task in expressing compassion to
any group , including the disabled , is to
model the character of Christ as the
Holy Spirit shows us opportunity.

Secular Programs
Secular society develops massive
programs to meet the needs of the
physically and mentally challenged .
Millions of tax dollars support large
bureaucracies designed to provide
service . The motivation for this beehive

of activity includes a distinctively selfcentered focus. We as Americans want
to demonstrate to the world the
wonderful caring spirit that we claim to
possess . These efforts are evidence to
the humanistic mind of the spark of
divinity that is in humankind . Other
philanthropic endeavors are undertaken
out of a sense of guilt or duty . When the
"me generation" attempts compassion ,
the true focus becomes "me" and "my
reputation ."
Secular agencies count success in
terms of numbers of clients processed,
services delivered , and outcomes
measured , and not in terms of whether

or not the disabled client has actually
felt compassion . This statistical
approach is predictable when the
disabled person is by the humanists '
definition an inferior specimen of
Homo sapiens , who as a species just
recently evolved. But how different is
the motivation to show compassion to
the disabled when the person is viewed
as a unique creature made in God 's
image!

Spiritually Disabled
Christians often are influenced subtly
by twentieth-century American culture .
We tend to view intellectual and

physical disability as significant and
extremely debilitating , forgetting that
the most severe disability of all is
spiritual disability . In God's eyes we are
all spiritually handicapped-we cannot
approximate God 's standard of spiritual
perfection necessary for a relationship
with Him. We have no ability to
overcome our sin. Still He chose out of
love and compassion to meet our very
pressing need.
Unsaved people are puzzled at the
dignity and worth we as Christians
know because we have recognized
ourselves as sinners and accepted
Christ' s compassion . A humanitarian act
performed to meet one ' s own ego needs
expresses vain piety. The same act done
toward a fellow sinner deserving of
God 's death on the cross shows true
compassion.

Overcoming Obstacles
Many Christians are motivated by
biblical principles to show compassion
to the disabled, but fail to do so because
of a number of obstacles . The first
barrier to compassion is focus on self.
Our fear of saying something incorrect
or appearing awkward prevents us from
treating the challenged individual as just
another person with a different set of
abilities . However, if we are willing to
risk looking foolish for the name of
Christ, we can be a source of blessing to
others . And once we get to know
disabled individuals , our fears will
subside .
The second hurdle is the American
penchant for delegation. "Let the
government do it. Isn ' t there a
government agency for that?" We
remember the perversion of the true

Gospel for a social gospel , so we
delegate to secular agencies the biblical
mandates to assist the less fortunate . But
why should the church give away one of
the greatest outreach tools availablemeeting the needs of others? Remember
that Christ healed ten lepers and only
one returned (Luke 17:11-19) . Do we
think Jesus misplaced His compassion
by helping some who did not believe?
God 's admonition is not "and only to the
household of faith" but rather it is "to do
good to all people , and so much more to
those who are of the household of faith"
(Galatians 6: 10).
A third roadblock is the recent
phenomenon of specialization. In
America, to be viewed as one who can
function effectively in a given endeavor,
one has to be a certified authority with
years of formal study. We can take this
idea too far and feel, "If only I had a
degree in special education , or child
psychology , or physical therapy , I would
know what to say and what to do ." This
strategy affords us an easy escape from
the real risk of being vulnerable and
transparent. We can all be kind and
helpful. Compassion is a part of our
elementary Christian education, not an
elective course for a professional degree.
The fourth obstacle is the emphasis on
programs instead of service within the
church itself. Many church directories
list programs designed especially for
those with disability . Wise church
leaders evaluate these programs on the
basis of how well they meet people ' s
needs and not how impressive they look
on paper. A danger of programs is that
the average members of a local assembly
may delegate the privilege of showing
compassion . Are we comfortable letting

the teachers in the "special" Sunday School
class or the ministers to the deaf do all the
work instead of becoming involved
ourselves? Why should we let them have all
the fun?

Learning Compassion
Even when our motivation is pure and we
know the obstacles we may still feel
awkward showing compassion to the
disabled. The following is a short list of
suggestions to help us begin . We should:

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Treat the disabled individual
like anyone else. Remember we
are all spiritually disabled and
dependent on Christ. He made us
and loves us all.
Include the families of disabled
children in our activities.
Loneliness is one of the most
common experiences of the
disabled and their families .
Plan our ministry.
This should include deciding
how to become involved in
their lives, thinking ahead of
time what to say , and anticipating
our reactions so we feel more
comfortable.
Say what we are thinking.
Parents of children with
disability dealt with the issues a
long time ago . Understanding
the need for tact , what could we
possibly say that would be
hurtful? Isolation is much more
thoughtless.
Offer specific assistance in
explicit terms. Families of
disabled individuals are painfully
aware of guilt motivation and
often do not ask for assistance for
fear of obligating another.

Showing compassion to the disabled
within one ' s circle of acquaintance is a very
real expression of Christ's love and an
evidence of the working out of salvation.
Compassion should arise from the desire to
be used of God to give dignity and worth to
those we are serving. We must avoid the
pitfall of delegating this privilege to the
government, to the "experts ," or to liberal
religious organizations . By seizing this
opportunity to let Christ live through us on
behalf of the physically , mentally , and
developmentally disabled , we will take a
large step in overcoming the effects of our
own spiritual disability .
Mark Klimek is assistant
professor of nursing at
Cedarville College. He holds
the B.S.N. from the University
of Virginia, the M.S.N . from
Wayne State University, and
is completing work for his
Ph.D. at Wayne State. Mark's
!!L..:!!llC..-l!!!!ll areas of expertise are adult
medical surgical nursing and transcultural
nursing .
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o; Vini Jaquery , having
compassion means seeing a
need and saying, "What
can I do to meet that
need?" As director of International
Reach , Vini is doing a lot to help the
homeless street children of his native
Brazil.
Vini's concern for Brazilian street
children began one night when a young
boy approached Vini's car and asked for
help. He said, "I need your help , sir. Not
money or food . I don't know what it is ,
but please help me ."
Vini says, "That common occurrence
in the streets of Sao Paulo was
uncommon to me . I felt a sudden rush of
thoughts and emotions . 'What do I do
now?' I felt compassion for the boy, but
perhaps 'anxiety ' is the best word for
my overall state of mind. I thought,
' Why isn ' t anyone doing anything to
help these children?"'
His initial, naive response gave way
to an understanding that certainly some
people were trying to help them - but he
could, too! God had given Vini a heart
and mind He could use to help the street
children. "For a moment I wished that I
could place my arms around every
needy child. Then I realized they needed
more than a hug."
Vini used his administrative mind to
begin a systematic fact-finding tour of
Brazilian government agencies ,
orphanages , churches , and slums . He
found that, as in the case of the first
little boy , the children would ask for
help , but they did not know what they
really needed.
Through his research , Vini decided
the best way to help these children was
to find them homes with loving
Christian families. He found that many
people want to adopt infants , but
adoption of children over one year of
age is not common in Brazil. Besides,
most people avoid these children on the
street. Would they take the children into
their homes?
Since Vini was nearing the end of his
seminary experience in the United
States during this time , he was able to
consult with a number of U.S .

Christians before he established the
minjstry. International Reach is a
registered non-profit U .S. orgaruzation,
based in Deerfield, Illinois. The board
members are U.S . citizens .
The ministry ' s first project, "Home
for the Little Cillldren," provided homes
for Brazilian Christian couples who
were willjng to adopt a number of street
children. Through the second project,
"Rescue One Life ," hundreds of
Brazilian Christian couples have been
encouraged to adopt just one child.
Some have adopted more. Since 1991 ,
International Reach has placed an
average of one child each week .
Vini's day is filled with three
activities: inforrillng people about the
need for adoptions , enrolling
prospective parents , and following up
on the adoptions . He says , "Informing
plus enrolling plus follow-up equals
adoption ." Vini works through pastors
to recruit Christian farilllies. " If the
pastor is convinced of the need , then the
people will help ." He says that irutially
most couples are open to adoption either
because of infertility or because they
want a ministry . Regardless of their
specific motivation , the families come
to love the children .
Vini keeps in constant contact with
government officials and social workers
to learn about children needing homes.
Many street children do not want to be
adopted. Some of these have developed
a lifestyle that precludes assimilation
into a family . Most children who are
adopted have somehow escaped the
worst of life on the street or have
recently become homeless because their
parents died .

Vini compares the process of
matching willing couples with needy
children to the time when Christ fed the
5 ,000. "Christ asked ills disciples to do
their best to find all available resources.
After that He provided the miracle."
Often, when Vini learns of a needy
child, he does not know immediately of
anyone who will adopt the child. But his
faith has been strengthened
because he has seen
God provide in
miraculous ways .
"Recently, we
learned of three
cillldren who needed
a home, and I did not
know where to send
them. But within 24
hours a loving
couple had adopted
all three children ."
Seven-year-old
Tatiane frequently
asked her new
parents, "How
long do we get
to stay with
you?" She took
their reply ,
"Forever" , as a
joke. Only
after a full
week had
passed could
she accept
the fact that
she now had
parents who
sincerely loved her .
Not long ago, Vini had an
opportunity to talk to Carlos , a
successful veterinarian , about how
Christian farilllies could adopt needy
children. Carlos and his wife , Marinelsa,
had three children of their own , the
youngest 16. The Christian couple was
looking forward to enjoying the next
stage of their life when their children
would have farilllies of their own.
However , just two weeks after Vini
talked with him , Carlos received a call
from ills pastor. The pastor said he had
become aware of a 12-year-old girl ,
Priscila , who needed a home. He asked
Carlos, "What can you do?" Carlos'
reply was that he could give Priscila a
home . Since then Carlos and Marinelsa
have adopted another girl. They are
answering the need of these children by
being willing to do what they can .
When you ask him about
compassion , Vini cites those farilllies. "I
work with a lot of compassionate
people. Brazilian couples are not like
American couples who want to adopt. In
the U .S., couples approach adoption
with a Jot of maturity. They expect to
have to deal with multiple problems the
child may bring into the farillly . On the
other hand , Americans live in an

information society. They want to know
the sex , age , color, height, weight, health,
and everything about the cillld . I told a
Brazilian couple that I had a child who
needed a home, and they said 'What
age?' I told them, and they said, 'We're
ready.' I asked , 'Don't you want to know
what sex, what color the cillld is? ' They
said, 'Yes, I guess that would be good to
know. ' They were only interested in
loving the child."
Current Brazilian law
makes it
extremely
difficult for
Brazilian
children to be
adopted by
families in the
United States.
On the other
hand, if a
Brazilian couple
wants to adopt a
Brazilian child,
the legal process
can often be
completed within a
few hours. Because
quick decisions are
possible, Vini
believes,
"Compassion has to
be balanced with
discernment and
scrutiny , even cold
judgment at times. My
personality and the
parents' personality, my
gifts and their gifts,
work together to help the
cillldren."
Through "Rescue One Life," Vini says
adoption provides permanent solutions
for the many physical and emotional
needs of destitute children and gives
opportunities to evangelize and disciple
them. "All the time children come up to
me and ask for a little money or food. If
they only knew what I could give them: a
family, a home, love ... "
The purpose of International Reach is to
rescue abandoned Brazilian children by
facilitating their adoption into Brazilian
Christian families. Vini Jaquery and his
wife Alexandra live in Brazil, but you can
contact them at International Reach,
P.O. Box 809, Lake Forest, IL 60045,
708-234-6389.
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or Nancy Abels,
caring for mentally
disabled adults is not
ust her full-time job,
but her life's ministry.
As a counselor at Shepherds, a
home in Wisconsin providing
"Compassionate Christian Care for
the Mentally Disabled" for its 160
residents, Nancy oversees a group
of women in their living units and
work settings.
Nancy has learned that showing
compassion can take as many forms
as the individuals God has created.
"Caring can mean taking time out to
listen to the residents, giving them a hug
when they need it, smiling at them as
they pass by , or just being with them. "
That sounds like something any Christian
can do, but Nancy finds that people
regularly ask her whether working at
Shepherds takes a "special gift."
She replies, "I don't think ministering
here at Shepherds takes someone very
special, just someone who regards each
resident as a worthwhile individual. It
takes a listening ear and treating each one
as a person rather than just a disability. "
The twelve residents in Nancy 's care
have individual needs. Some have
physical needs while others need
assistance in dealing with problems they
encounter with work or family.
When Ruth, a former resident, was
diagnosed with cancer, Nancy had to
meet her physical and emotional needs.
As Ruth 's illness worsened she went
home to her mother. Nancy continued to
call and write Ruth, and helped the other
eleven ladies cope with Ruth ' s illness.
When Ruth went home to be with the
Lord, Nancy helped her friends face the
issue of death and comforted them as
they were grieving.
Some of the ladies have elderly parents.
Nancy helps the residents to understand
the aging process. Sometimes aging
parents are unable to have their children
visit them at home because it is too
difficult for the parents. Nancy answers
the residents ' questions and concerns
about their parents and helps them keep
in touch.

When the residents are feeling lonely
or sad, Nancy takes time to do something
special with them. Sometimes she will
take them shopping or out to eat. Each
resident receives one-on-one counseling
time to discuss her job, her free-time
activities, and any prayer requests she
may have. The counseling time provides
an opportunity for Nancy to become
better acquainted with the residents and
their personal needs. Nancy can also use
this time to find out more about the
residents ' families .
"We want this to be a home situation,
not just a place where these people live.
We want to make it as family -oriented as
we can ." Sharing prayer concerns can be
an important way of caring. "One girl
brought a request to me about her sisterin-law who was going to have a baby. A
few days later I asked how her sister-inlaw was doing. That's one way I show
the ladies that I am concerned not just
about them but about their families ."
Nancy tries to help the residents learn
to show their concern for one another
also. She sets aside times for group
discussion and activities. "These
experiences help them think about others
and learn to do things with other people."
When training new workers, the
Shepherds staff teaches them to get to
know the residents-what pleases them,
what upsets them. "The most important
thing is to keep in mind that they are not
just their disabilities. We need to help
them reach their fullest potential.
Sometimes that is far beyond what their

IQ says they can achieve."
Nancy says she has learned a lot
from the residents. "The little things
they do for one another remind me to
think more about people as people in
church or out in the community."
That may mean something as simple
as holding the door open for an
elderly person at church or in a store.
Nancy says just paying attention to
people can brighten their day
tremendously.
The ladies also show compassion to
her. One day when Nancy was going
on vacation, JoEllen said, "You have
a good day. We'll pray that you have
a good safe trip." Nancy remembers, "She
was completely open and not thinking
about herself. It was a reminder to me
that you have to stop and think about
those things, that you can ' t take them for
granted. You ' ve got to appreciate the
people around you."
Nancy emphasizes that her ministry is
work, but it's where God wants her to be.
Her confidence should encourage anyone
who is reaching out in compassion, even
those who feel their ministries in the
home or church are too simple to be
important. "You ' re going to have difficult
times, but it 's going to work out because
God wants you there. "
Nancy Abels began her
ministry at Shepherds in
1979 after earning a
degree in psychology!
behavioral science at
Cedarville College.
Shepherds is a non-profit,
residential care and
vocational training facility
for moderately to profoundly disabled
adults. To find out more about the
ministry, seek help for a mentally disabled
person, or schedule a Shepherds gospel
team for your church, write Shepherds,
P.O. Box 400, Union Grove, WI 53132 or
call 414-878-5620.

loria Ward is a living
example of compassion .
From a few simple acts of
Christian kindness extended
toward her , she learned how to be a
caring Christian. Now she practices
compassion every day .
When Gloria was in the sixth grade,
she accepted Christ as her Savior at
Cedine Bible Camp in Tennessee. But
when she went back to her mother and
eight brothers and sisters in
Chattanooga, she did not realize her
need to grow in the Lord. She did not
learn much more about Christ until she
met Pastor Tom and Vicky Mahairas in
New York City in 1971. She came to
their church, a single mother struggling
to make ends meet and raise her son.
The Mahairases helped her to find an
apartment, and through their assistance,
Gloria learned the meaning of Christian
compassion.
She remembers , "The apartment was
filthy. Vicky came in to help me clean ."
Having this woman scrub her floors and
toilets meant more to Gloria than any
sermon. "Tom and Vicky helped my son
and me to know Christ. And they
showed me that being a Christian means
helping people to know Christ, helping

them to grow in Christ, and helping them
any way you can."
Gloria learned the lesson well. Nearly
twenty years later , while she was living in
another state, she had to leave her job
with the police department due to a
serious injury. Through physical therapy
and the Lord's grace, Gloria gained
enough relief from her constant pain to
look for something else to do.
As a correctional officer in a Michigan
county jail , she had seen the need of
black children in America's cities. "I
have a burden for my people . The black
kids are not being helped properly with
their problems. Young people need a new
heart. Someone needs to tell them that
knowing Christ makes a difference in
your life ."
One day in 1988 , Gloria's sister in
Tennessee mentioned during a telephone
conversation that Cedine Bible Camp was
still open and looking for help . Just as
Gloria remembered from her visit there in
the 1950's , the camp for black children
still offered hope for inner-city youth.
Gloria is now on staff as head
counselor in the girl's village-she is a
missionary to the people she loves most.
Her summer is filled loving hundreds of
children . She spends the winter reaching

young people in Chattanooga's public
schools and prisons and raising support
for her ministry .
"When you mention compassion, I
see little children running around in the
projects, not having much to eat...I see
girls corning here to camp with dirty
hair and clothes . We wash their clothes ,
and we wash their hair , and braid it for
them. We put our arms around them and
say, 'Somebody does care about you.'
So many have come and they don ' t
want to leave ."
Gloria has learned that compassion
can mean something as simple, and as
important , as helping someone clean her
apartment or washing a little girl's hair
while sharing the love of Christ.
Gloria Ward is head
counselor in the girl's
village at Cedine Bible
Camp and Conference
Center, Route 1,
Box 2390, Spring City,
Tennessee 37381-9783.

by Brandon Waltz

2. Assess Community Needs

Knowing your community is essential. To
be effective witnesses, the Body of Christ
must be in touch with the issues and
problems facing the community . And
Bible-believing church members are not
immune from the problems which plague
our society . Effective ministry programs
start with a thorough assessment of
community needs.
At Cedarville, we have discovered
ministry opportunities through student
interests, referrals, community
involvement, and basic research. For
example, one student ' s interest and
enthusiasm recently led to the formation
of a ministry to individuals who are HIV
positive. We did not begin the actual
ministry opportunity, however, until we
had researched the needs and explored
possible ministry avenues with the
student.
Whom do you see needing help?
Homeless people, unwed mothers,
disabled children? Find out who they are
and what they really need.

Tutoring at the
Ohio Veterans
Children's
Home is
one of over
_,_ ....~- 100 weekly
ministries for
which students
volunteer.

ivid scenes of real needs,
physical and spiritual,
invade our senses every
day. Our devotion to Christ compels us to
obey Him and follow His example in
ministering to people. So many need to
hear the gospel-more than one million
people globally have never heard the name
of Christ. People have tremendous physical
needs as well. Starvation and disease kill
thousands of children daily. A growing
elderly population, drugs, crime, the
homeless, the mentally and terminally ill
are all around us. In Christ we have both
the motivation and the means for serving
people. It is possible.
The principles described below have
helped us at Cedarville College to develop
and maintain effective outreach programs
which meet community needs. We hope
they will assist you to be a part of God 's
loving response to people's needs.

1. Gain A Biblical Perspective

At Cedarville, we teach students that
they have a biblical responsibility to the
local church and also to its surrounding
community. We are all Christ's
representatives, commissioned to
practice in word and deed the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. The Lord's example is ever
before us. "And Jesus, when he came
out, saw much people, and was moved
with compassion toward them , because
they were as sheep not having a
shepherd: and he began to teach them
many things" (Mark 6:34). "So Jesus had
compassion on them , and touched their
eyes : and immediately their eyes
received sight, and they followed him"
(Matthew 20:33).

3.

4.

Form A Task Team
By joining with other committed
Christians, you can share the
responsibility for detailed study of a
particular need. The team can then
prayerfully outline a specific plan to meet
that need. Wise counselors can help you
discuss implications for other existing
ministries, as well as the resources needed
to conduct the new ministry. The most
important resource will be people. The
task team should include in its planning
some means to recruit people who are
interested or gifted in this area. Ask your
pastor for guidance, being sensitive to his
many existing time commitments.

Train Leaders
Leadership is key to effective outreach
ministries . The task team should select
and train leaders for new ministries on the
basis of ministry experience and a
personal interview.
At Cedarville, our continuing ministries
select leaders from within-past leaders
recommend participants who have
modeled Christian maturity and
leadership skills. If the recommended
person wants to accept the responsibility,
he or she interviews for the position.
Once selected, that individual receives
training from the current leader of the
ministry for a selected period of time.

5.

6.

7.

State Needs and Goals Clearly
Write an outline of the specific need you
are addressing and state how you will
attempt to meet that need . These
objectives will provide a sense of
direction and a basis for motivating
workers, setting priorities, and evaluating
results.

Evaluate Effectiveness
The evaluation process lays the basis for
changes in the program. You may have to
re-identify the needs, clarify the
objectives, or restructure the forms and
methodology. We have had experiences
in which we could not modify an
ineffective program , so we had to
discontinue it.

Involve Church Members
Paul, in Ephesians 4, declares individual
ministry involvement to be an essential
part of personal growth and corporate
unity. Outreach programs provide
excellent opportunities for believers to
share their faith and develop their
relationships with Christ and other
believers. Not everyone in your local
body will have the time or interest to
become involved in your new ministry.
But you only need a few to get started.
As you share the Lord's blessing, others
may come to understand the needs and
want to help. You should clearly define
ministry responsibilities so volunteers
will know what to expect. Cedarville's
students are asked to commit to the
ministry of their choice for at least one
year.

8. Establish A Follow-up Program
Well-designed ministries should lead
individuals to begin and then grow in a
relationship with Jesus Christ. Be
prepared to disciple these new believers.
They may need special assistance to be
assimilated into a local church, apply
biblical truth, or understand how they
can minister to others. Remember, true
ministry is helping people, and their
needs will change.

Brandon Waltz is director of community
ministries at Cedarville College. For a copy
of a brochure listing all the College's
community ministries, write Brandon at
Cedarville College, P. 0. Box 601,
Cedarville, OH 45314 or call
513-766-7880.

WORK TO
FEATURE STUDY
HELPS

TEAMS
RETURN
REJOICING

T his fall , the campuswide computer
network will provide new ways for
Cedarville students to study . They will be
able to search the library 's "card catalog" on
computers located in their dormitory rooms
and academic computer labs. They will also
be able to send and receive messages using
electronic mail to all other network
workstations. Faculty are purchasing and
preparing course-specific software so
students can complete course assignments ,
review materials , and view multimedia
presentations of information over the
network. As part of Cedarville' s
campuswide IBM computer network ,
students will have access to the library's
holdings , electronic messages , and
"courseware" 24 hours a day.
To facilitate library research , a student
will be able to search for a book by subject,
title, or author, or even a portion of the title.
The student could see if the book is already
checked out or has been put on reserve by a
professor. Periodicals will be added to the
computer listings in the next several months .
Through electronic mail (E-Mail)
students can send messages to other
students , faculty, or staff offices at their
convenience.
Course-specific software will enhance
and personalize the entire educational
experience at Cedarville . Since faculty will
be able to give course assignments over the
network , they will have more class time to
discuss and evaluate the material. Professors
will be able to integrate the best aspects of
textbooks , readings , and multimedia
presentations, all in a package that students
can review at their own speed. This handson, high-tech instruction will also prepare
students for the increasingly computerized
worlds of work and advanced study.
This fall , 600 students will have
workstations in their dormitory rooms and
will be connected to the major academic and
administrative buildings. Additional
computer labs will service the rest of the
student body. Over the next few years,
Cedarville plans to place IBM PS/2
computers in nearly every residence hall
room and every faculty office. Using IBM's
LANkit™ technology , the network will
offer a wide range of software to assist
students in their education .

S tudents and team leaders on
Cedarville' s 1992 summer MIS
teams began returning in July after
fruitful ministries abroad. The
Athletes for Christ team to the
Philippines reports 150 people saved
through their outreach. According to
Casey Wood, who went for the
fourth time in as many years, "This
was simply a marvelous work of
God . The team's spirit and unity , the
scheduling and preparation by
Cedarville graduate Kent Craig, and
the vast amount of prayer support all
contributed." Staff member Gary
Kuhn , currently on deputation to
become a missionary to the
Philippines , led the team.
Over 100 members of the college
family shared their faith around the
world this summer through the MIS
program. Individuals or teams
ministered in 17 countries.

Casey Wood (R) of the Philippines MIS
team talked with Reynaldo Quintana about
the Lord after a basketball game in which
they played on opposing teams. Reynaldo
accepted Christ as his Savior that night.

Dr. Paul Dixon, President

Hickory Comers, Michigan-Gull Lake Bible Conference, August 15-21
Kelly's Island, Ohio-Pastors/Wives Retreat, August 24-25
Dayton, Ohio-Emmanuel Baptist Church, September 13
Columbus, Ohio-West Moriah Pastors Fellowship, Maranatha Baptist Church,
September 15
Dayton, Ohio-Washington Heights Baptist Church, September 19
Columbus, Ohio-Clintonville Baptist Church, September 20
Gahanna, Ohio-New Life Community Baptist Church, October 3-4
Toledo, Ohio-Emmanuel Baptist Christian Schools, October 9
Elyria, Ohio-Church of the Open Door, October 11
Cedarville, Ohio-State of the College Address, October 16
Columbus, Ohio-Immanuel Baptist Church, November I
Jamestown, Ohio-Shawnee Hills Baptist Church, November 8
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania- Bethel Chapel, November 14-15
Parma, Ohio-First Baptist Church of Parma, November 22

Dr. James T. Jeremiah, Chancellor

Montrose, Pennsylvania-Montrose Bible Conference, July 13-19
Berea, Ohio-Berea Baptist Church, July 20-24
Madison, Georgia-Bethany Baptist Church, August 2-5
Dollar Bay, Michigan-Bethany Baptist Church, August 23
Eagle River, Micbigan-Gitchee Gurnee Bible Conference, August 24-29
Willoughby Hills, Ohio-Nottingham Baptist Church , October 4-5
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Get Ready!
Cedarville College can prepare you to serve the Lord with the talents He has given
you. Our graduates are ready to minister as teachers, business leaders, pastors, nurses,
scientists, and in a host of other professions. How can you get ready? Our quality
academic programs .. Bible courses ... opportunities to practice ministry ... Christian
friends ... hands-on, high-tech instruction ... these vital aspects of a Christian college
experience will help you grow. Visit our campus. meet the students, talk to the
professors. You' II see that Cedarville is a great place to get ready for the rest of your
life!
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